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the Pragmatic Sanction, but France demanded an
exorbitant price for recognising it.
Fleury, who accepted Francis's and Maria Theresa's
future marriage as a fait accompli, had conceived a
brilliant solution. Stanislaus was to be given Lorraine
to compensate him for the loss of the Polish Throne.
At his death the Duchies of Bar and Lorraine were to
go to the French Crown. Francis was to be given the
Duchy of Tuscany—after the death of the last reigning
Medici, who was still alive and did not actually die until
two years later. Only on these conditions, which would
deprive Francis of the Duchy ruled by his family for
seven hundred years, did France promise to recognise
the Pragmatic Sanction.
This unpleasant situation finally forced Charles
formally to recognise Francis as his future son-in-law.
Tremendous pressure was put on Francis by Charles
to accept this proposal and to relinquish his Duchy.
Charles, who hated friction and avoided unpleasantness
whenever he could, did not discuss matters with Francis
himself. Instead, Bartenstein, who, so we are told,
richly possessed the arts of " cavil and chicanery/' and
whose influence on the Emperor increased with the years,
was sent to persuade Francis to give up Lorraine.
For months Francis was in a state of conflict between
his loyalty to his people and his ambition. His mother
was naturally beside herself. She sent him frantic
letters begging him not to abandon the Duchy, " It
would be cutting our throats," she wrote, " and that of
our House if you accepted such a bargain."
A few weeks after the signing of the Treaty of
Vienna, Francis's decision was obviously made, and he
was trying to rationalise his decision, so that it would
seem less crude to the world, "You know our un-

